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Reaching hearts in
closed countries

Cover photo: Global Mission pioneer Vladimir shares Jesus with
the people in Moldova’s capital city, Chișinău.

Our church faces
tremendous challenges
in sharing Jesus in closed
countries—countries that
have shut their borders to
organized churches and
traditional missionaries.
But a tentmaker can
bypass these barriers!

What is a tentmaker?

A tentmaker is an Adventist professional who
chooses to follow the example of the apostle Paul. Paul supported his ministry with his
tentmaking trade, and as he talked with his
customers, he looked for opportunities to lend
a listening ear, meet a need, and share the good
news of the gospel.

Like Paul, tentmakers mingle with people
in the secular workplace while engaging in
intentional, personal outreach. They form
long-lasting relationships that enable them
to touch hearts for Christ in ways they never
could if they were official church workers.
Your donations to Global Mission help
encourage and equip tentmakers by providing
them with much-needed coaching, training,
and spiritual support.

I Want Nothing More

W

hen Susan* moved to another country
for a banking job, she never dreamed
that in a short time, she would be running a
spa for wealthy women because she had no
prior training for this new profession. Now
her clients get body scrubs and massages to
the soothing strains of “Amazing Grace.”
Her customers ply her for advice on
how to become better wives, mothers, and
citizens. The tips she shares come straight
from the pages of the Bible and Ellen White’s
writings, and she has a swelling list of clients
who are lining up for more.
Susan is on the front lines of mission in a
part of the world where it’s difficult to communicate the gospel message. But a small number
of Seventh-day Adventists are impacting their
colleagues and clients by simply befriending
people at their workplaces. “I want nothing
more than for my life to share God,” Susan said.
Susan spent months researching the spa
industry before opening the doors of her new
business. Now she has a team of 10 employees, including 5 Adventist believers, who offer
a full range of services to a regular clientele of
more than 2,000 women.
“Many people from back home ask me
what I’m doing now, and they’re shocked to
learn that I run a spa,” she said. “Actually, I’m
surprised, too. But I feel good about it. I’m
working with more clients than I ever imagined! We have a goal not only to serve people
but also to bring them to God.”
Customers quickly learn that something
is different about Susan’s spa. Instrumental
hymns play softly in the background, and the
facility is closed on Saturdays. When they ask
Susan why, they learn that she observes the
biblical Sabbath. Many have expressed admiration for Susan for her willingness to put her
faith before business.

Susan takes time to get to know her
customers, trying to understand what causes
their body pain. She grew especially close to
one client who visited her daily.
“When I spoke with her, she broke down
in tears,” Susan said. “She asked me to pray
for her, sharing that she had a big problem
with drug addiction.” She asked Susan what
she needed to do to quit. Susan replied that
she had no idea but promised to do some
research. At home, she prayed with her husband and began studying the matter.
“This was a very sensitive issue,” Susan
said. “We couldn’t talk about it openly, or the
woman would go to jail.”
Susan and the woman began to pray
together every morning in person and every

There is an urgent need for
hundreds of tentmakers to
work in cities of the world
that have no Adventist
presence. A commitment of
long-term, self-sustaining
mission extends the outreach
of the church to areas where
institutional religious
activity isn’t allowed. With
tentmaking, there is no limit
to the mission!

night by phone. After a short time, the woman announced that she had not used drugs
for two days. Susan encouraged her and gave
her two books by Ellen White: Counsels on
Diet and Foods and Steps to Christ.
The woman eagerly read the books and
expressed joy about what she had learned
about health. But she said she still felt a great
burden of guilt. She feared God would not
accept her. The two women kept praying
together.
One drug-free week passed. At Susan’s
suggestion, the woman stopped spending
time with old friends who used harmful
substances. Instead, she began going to the
beauty spa every morning and staying home
for the rest of the day.
“Now, she’s completely drug-free!” Susan
said. “Praise God! This process has been
amazing to watch.”

Susan’s burden now is to share Jesus
through Bible studies. She has made friends
with many people; now, she wants them to
see God in the Scriptures.
“They know that I’m a child of God. They
know exactly what I believe. They know that
I close my business on a very busy day just so
I can worship. I want to go to the next level
and open up God’s Word to them!”
*Name has been changed.
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Is God calling you to be a tentmaker?
Hundreds of Adventist professionals of all types are
needed. To learn more, please visit TotalEmployment.org.

Tentmakers are making a difference
for Jesus, but they need your help.
Please support their ministry with
your prayers and donations.

Ways to Give
ONLINE
Make a secure donation quickly at
Global-Mission.org/giving
PHONE
Call 800-648-5824
MAIL
In the United States:
Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601
In Canada:
Global Mission
SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8
Please remember us in your will and
trusts. Visit Global-Mission.org/
PlannedGiving or call 800.648.5824.
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too late
to give

ANNUAL
SACRIFICE
OFFERING

WHAT COULD YOU SACRIFICE FOR MISSION?
What if for one week you saved all the money you would have spent on things you didn’t
really need? And you gave it to the Annual Sacrifice Offering for Global Mission to reach
people groups who don’t know Jesus. Your gift could help start Urban Centers of Influence
in some of the largest cities of the world and support Global Mission pioneers in starting new
groups of believers among the unreached.
So, what are you willing to give up for mission?
If you want to help share Jesus with unreached people groups, visit Global-Mission.org/
mysacrifice. Every donation makes a difference. It’s money well spent!
From the Office of Adventist Mission, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventist
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, 20904, USA.

Global-Mission.org/mysacrifice

