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e thank Cod for the growth of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church

since Global Mission began
some three decades ago. We've reached
many new people groups and entered new
countries. We've planted thousands of new
churches. We've seen literally millions of
people find hope and salvation in Jesus. Of
course, many mission challenges remain.
But that's nothing new!

When the good news about Jesus
spread from Jerusalem some 2,000 years
ago, it didn't happen because the apostles
came together, planned together, prayed
together, and said, “l will go.”

No! Sadly, it happened as a side-effect, a
by-product of persecution. When believers

fled Jerusalem for safety, they shared the
good news in the places where they landed.

One place they landed was Syrian
Antioch, where the church was started by
refugees from Jerusalem. Today's Antioch—
now called Antakya—is located just over
the Turkish side of the border. And it's still a
destination for refugees. Tens of thousands
of refugees have poured over the border
from Syria in the past few years.

Antakya, Turkey

Rick Kajiura, communication director of
Adventist Mission, recently visited Antakya.
“It was here in Antioch that the followers of
Jesus were first called Christians,” he said.
“Antakya soon replaced Jerusalem as the



mother church, and it became the base for
sending out missionaries.

“The apostle Paul launched his mission-
ary journeys from here, planting churches
throughout Turkey and the then-known
world. Today, Antakya is in the heart of
the Ten-Forty Window, one of our most
challenging mission areas, where more
than sixty percent of the world's popula-
tion lives. In this window, there are some
seven thousand unreached people groups.
They're considered unreached because they
don't have enough of a Christian presence
to continue without outside help.

“In this window, you find some of the
world's poorest people and also some of the
world's richest. It's also home to the world's
great religions, with only a handful of Chris-
tians. In fact, right here in the Middle East,
there are cities of more than a million people
and not one single Seventh-day Adventist.”




Of course, the urban mission challenge
is not limited to the Middle East or the
Ten-Forty Window. In Africa, Asia-Pacific,
the Americas, and Europe, cities—where
the majority of the world's population now
live—are our new mission field. And, of
course, cities are home to every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people.

In any large city today, you'll find
ethnic enclaves or neighborhoods such
as Little Italy, Chinatown, Little India, or
Little Korea—the list goes on. People like
to stick together. And in the large cities,
you'll find every conceivable religion, belief
system, or nonbelief system. And it’s this
last group—the nonbelievers, the secular,
the post-Christians, those who live their

How do you
begin to reach
people who
are rich and
increased with

goods and feel
they have need
of nothing?
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lives without any reference to God—that is
particularly a mission challenge.

How do we even begin to reach people
who don't believe in God and have never
seen a Bible?

How do you begin to reach people who
are rich and increased with goods and feel
they have need of nothing?

These questions have confronted the
church in Australia, New Zealand, and
Europe for many years. Now they're start-
ing to confront the church in every world
territory.

Saint Marks was built in the 1820s as
a Church of England chapel. Today, it is no
longer a place of worship. It is the Merca-
do Mayfair. It's a food hall where people




come to eat, to drink, to socialize. And

it's like hundreds of other former church
buildings throughout England, throughout
Europe, that no longer serve their original
purpose. They have become apartments.
They have become restaurants and bars
and art galleries and yoga studios, serving
every purpose except that original purpose,
and they symbolize the new post-Christian
society that we are facing.

Today, we look at the growing secular
and post-Christian populations. We look at
the adherence of other world religions and
unreached people groups in the Ten-Forty
Window. We look at the cities.

In the face of such huge mission chal-
lenges, some see walls, but we see oppor-
tunities.

Many see a lack of funds, but we see
the Source of all funds.

Many see our weakness, but we see His
strength.

God has invited us to participate with
Him in His mission of salvation here on
earth. Who will say, “l will go?”

Gary Krause
Director,
Office of Adventist Mission

ur church urgently needs people

who will answer God’s call to reach
the unreached with hope and share the
good news of Jesus. People who will say, “I
will go!” Reach the World: | Will Go is the
Seventh-day Adventist Church'’s strategic
plan for 2020 to 2025. It’s a rallying cry to
all members to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion, inspiring and equipping them to use
their God-given spiritual gifts in witness
and service to Christ. | Will Go outlines
specific objectives and ways to accom-

Please help Global Mission pioneers
reach the 66 percent of the world's
population who haven't had the op-
portunity to experience Jesus.
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donation quickly by
scanning this OR code or visiting
Global-Mission.org/giving.

PHONE
Call 800-648-5824

MAIL

In the United States:

Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike

Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:

Global Mission

SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8

Please remember us in your will and
trusts. Visit Global-Mission.org/
PlannedGiving or call 800-648-5824.

plish this task. Explore the “I Will Go” plan
at IWillGO2020.0rg and find your place
in this global movement!

Go through prayer.

Go through giving.

Go through service.
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MARK THE DATE
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NOVEMBER

WHAT COULD YOU GIVE UP FOR MISSION?

Why not skip filling the tank this week and walk or bike instead? Then give what
you saved to Global Mission to help Global Mission pioneers and Urban Centers
of Influence start new groups of believers among the unreached.

To help share Jesus with unreached people, please scan the QR code below,
visit Global-Mission.org/mysacrifice, or mark your tithe envelope Annual
Sacrifice Offering on November 12.

#giveitupformission
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