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A School Called Zion

llen White wrote, “Those who love
EGod should feel deeply interested in

the children and youth. To them God
can reveal His truth and salvation.” Realizing
the importance of reaching the young in
their community, church members in coun-
tries around the world are connecting with
this special group in different ways.

One such country is Sri Lanka, an
island republic some 15000 miles off the
coast of Southern India. Because of the
nation’s shape, it's known as the teardrop
of the Indian Ocean. It's home to
some 23 million people and is
part of the 10/40 Window.
Sri Lanka is well

known for its colorful
culture. It embraces a va-
riety of traditions, beliefs,
and spiritual practices.
A large percentage
of the country
is Buddhist, the

Zion preschool founder Victoria

fourth largest religion in the world with
more than 520 million followers.
Victoria lives in the nation’s capital, Co-

lombo. She’s a retired teacher who chose

to return to the classroom. Retirement

didn’t stop her from using her skills to help
one of the most unreached
people groups in
society. e




Special needs
teacher Burni

Victoria saw an opportunity
to minister to children with
special needs by providing a free
education curriculum just for them.

“Our goal is to help our church mem-
bers become involved in helping the
community by helping autistic children,”
Victoria said.

For several years Victoria taught chil-
ny dren in her sister’'s house, but she wanted
T to build a school. She partnered with the
e Y Adventist church to estab-

; lish Zion, an early childhood
development center. The
school is funded by donations

and has endured many financial
challenges. Yet, through faith and
perseverance, it has earned recog-
nition and appreciation from parents
who believe the curriculum suits
their children.
Roshani, whose son attends
.« Zion, said, “The teachers

.+ here are amazing They are

"~ very knowledgeable about

& special-needs children. And

- “gh’ey are very kind. | believe they

Are you inspired to do your part in
reaching a particular group in your city?
There are the university students, the
deaf, young parents, and caregivers,
all of whom can benefit from your
interaction. For resources and more

ideas on using your skills and talents
to reach the people in your city, visit
missiontothecities.org.

can develop the children’s behavior and
knowledge. They can do something very
different here.”

Zion's teachers didn't come to the
school trained for this type of education.
They received training from Victoria for
several months before running their own
classrooms.

Working with the special-needs children
brings teacher Burni a lot of joy. She loves
to see them grasp concepts and learn new
things. Her positive attitude inspires them
to persevere. “Trust in God,” she said, “and
you can do anything with Him!"

Victoria is thankful for her staff. “l
cannot say how much these teachers are
caring for these children. They are very



dedicated teachers,” she said.

Classes founded in love and care are
making a big impact on the children and
parents at this school.

Please pray for Victoria and all the
teachers involved with these wonderful
kids. And please pray for the children,
their parents, and their community as
Zion ministers to their needs and shows
them Jesus' love.

Thank you for supporting Global
Mission urban centers of influence, such
as Zion Early Childhood Development
Centre, as they follow Christ's method
of ministry to meet needs and start new
groups of believers around the world.

Joshua Sagala
Clobal Mission video
producer

—
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* Ellen G. White, Reflecting Christ (Hagerstown, MD: Review

and Herald®, 1985), 373.
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“Sri Lanka,” The World Factbook, last updated December 6, 2023, https://
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Ovur Greatest Mission
Challenges

Zion Early Childhood Development Centre, an
urban center of influence in Colombo, Sri Lan-

ka, is helping address two of Adventist Mission’s
greatest challenges. The first is the 10/40 Window,
an imaginary rectangle between the 10th and 40th
parallels north of the equator. It's home to some
60 percent of the world's population, the poorest
people on earth, and most major world religions.
Only 2.6 million Adventist church members are
here (12 percent of the world's membership), while
the rest of the world has more than 19 million.

The second challenge is the urban window,
which is growing rapidly worldwide. There are 543
cities with a million inhabitants or more. In these
cities, there is an average of 1 Adventist for every
89,000 inhabitants. The global average is 1 Adven-
tist for every 358 inhabitants. Forty-nine cities of a
million or more people have fewer than 10 Adven-
tists, and 43 have no Adventist presence.

Please help Global Mission plant new groups of
believers among unreached people groups through
the ministry of Global Mission pioneers and urban
centers of influence. One hundred percent of your
donation goes to the front lines of mission!

ONLINE
Make a secure
donation quickly

o]
by scanning this

GI.OEALI
his — [m] rE.?li
OR code or visiting

Clobal-Mission.org/giving.

PHONE
Call 800-648-5824

MAIL

In the United States:

Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike

Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:

Global Mission

SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8

Transform Lives, One Month at a
Time: Join Our Recurring Donor
Family!



General Conference of

Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Still reaching the unreached!

Global-Mission.org/OurMission

In 2021, a new Adventist
church was planted every

3.6 hours.

Andyet. ..

Vo

have never heard
the gospel

cities with over a million
residents each have no
Adventist congregations

people identify as non-religious.
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